PREFACE
AT first I intended to end this volume with the group of native
Irish writers who came after Miss Edgeworth, and the historical
novelists who followed Scott. But it then appeared that if I
carried on my survey from Lady Morgan and the Banims to
Lover and Lever, I should find myself outrunning the first thirty
years of last century by several decades, and that similar chrono-
logical difficulties would arise in the other case. These two groups
have, accordingly, been deferred to the next volume, which will
probably begin with Peacockend end with Dickens and Thackeray*
In an attempt at history, rather than chronicling, in which the
question of family relationships is more important even than that
of criticism, there must be these little difficulties at the beginning
and the end of a volume. I had hoped to deal much more briefly
with the three great novelists forming the main subject here j but
the chapters grew and grew, and seeing no hope of curtailing
them, I have had to divide them into twos and threes, as the
table of contents shows.
In the chapters on Maria Edgeworth, I had the great advantage
of having read and being permitted to quote from The Black Book
of Edgeworthstown. I thank the two editors, and in particular
Professor H. E. Butler, Maria Edgeworth's grand-nephew, for
kindly reading through this portion of my work. I also thank
Miss H. Winifred Husbands, M.A., of University College,
London, for her kindness in overlooking the proof-sheets.
E. A. B.